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By Larry Kidder
Family, friends, faculty, and other well-wishers descended upon the campus of Loma Linda University 
(LLU) for two weekends of pomp and cir-
cumstance, celebrating the class of 2014. 
A flurry of graduation exercises took 
place on the Sundays of May 25 and June 
15 respectively, granting degrees to approxi-
mately 1,500 graduates, according to the 
official graduation booklet. Degrees and 
certificates granted in 2014 increased by 
about 200 over 2013.
Baccalaureate services preceded com-
mencements both weekends, adding a 
spiritual component. On Saturday, May 
24, graduates heard Charles White, senior 
pastor of Camelback Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in Phoenix and great grandson of 
Ellen G. White,  speak to graduates on the 
topic “ … Of the Highest Order. … ”
On Saturday, June 14, Sandra Roberts, 
DMin, president of Southeastern Califor-
nia Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, 
talked with graduates about “The Indelible 
Dignity in Discomfort.” 
The schools of Medicine, Pharmacy, and 
Dentistry kicked off commencement season 
on May 25 with ceremonies at 8:30 a.m., 
1:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. respectively. These 
were held on the south LLUH mall, facing 
Coleman and Chan Shun pavilions.
LLU School of Medicine awarded 191 
degrees. LLU School of Pharmacy gradu-
ated 82. LLU School of Dentistry bestowed 
222 degrees (numbers of degrees and cer-
tificates are provided in the table below).
On Sunday, June 15, the remaining 
schools celebrated their graduates. The 
schools of Behavioral Health and Religion 
began the day at 8:00 a.m. in Loma Linda 
University Drayson Center’s Opsahl Gym-
nasium. The schools of Nursing and Public 
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Health followed at 10:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 
respectively. At 3:30, the School of Allied 
Health Professions honored its physical 
therapy graduates, followed by its remain-
ing graduates at 6:00 p.m.
LLU School of Behavioral Health 
granted 122 degrees, joined by LLU School 
of Religion, which granted 11.
LLU School of Nursing bestowed 223 
degrees and LLU School of Public Health 
160 degrees. In two successive ceremo-
nies, beginning with the physical therapy 
program, LLU School of Allied Health 
Two of the graduation marshals, dressed in yellow and purple regalia—the official colors of Loma Linda Univer-
sity—prepare to lead 82 graduates from the LLU School of Pharmacy to receive their PharmD degrees. Three com-
mencement ceremonies took place on May 25 on the LLUH mall, facing the Coleman and Chan Shun pavilions. 
The remaining five ceremonies were held June 15 in LLU Drayson Center.
Professions graduating class members were 
granted 516 degrees and certificates.
Richard Hart, MD, DrPH, president of 
Loma Linda University Health, served as 
graduation speaker for the School of Medi-
cine ceremony. 
Neurovascular surgeon David Levy, 
MD, was scheduled to speak to graduates 
of the schools of Pharmacy and Dentistry. 
However, during a recent trip abroad, 
Levy contracted an illness that forced 
him to cancel. Ronald Carter, PhD, 
provost of Loma Linda University, filled 
in as graduation speaker for LLU School 
of Pharmacy, and Graham Stacey, PhD, 
associate dean for student affairs in LLU 
School of Dentistry, addressed graduates 
from that school.
Kathryn Icenhower, MSW, spoke to 
graduates of the schools of Behavioral 
Health and Religion. Terry Swenson, DMin, 
MDiv, chaplain for Loma Linda University, 
addressed LLU School of Nursing graduates.
Donna Peterson, ScD, MHS, dean and 
professor of global health, College of Public 
Health, University of South Florida, deliv-
ered the graduation address to LLU School 
of Public Health. Dora Borilla, DrPH, 
MPH, assistant vice president for strategy 
and innovation, and associate director of 
the Institute for Health Policy and Lead-
ership, LLUH, spoke with graduates of 
the physical therapy program, then with 
the remaining graduates at a second cer-
emony for LLU School of Allied Health 
Professions.
Ten individuals were honored by Loma 
Linda University during various gradua-
tion ceremonies.
David Hinshaw Sr, MD, alumnus, 
faculty member, dean of the LLU School 
of Medicine, and later president of Loma 
Linda University Medical Center, received 
the LLU Lifetime Achievement Award. 
Hinshaw’s leadership was key to the con-
solidation of the basic sciences portion of 
the School of Medicine on the Loma Linda 
campus. He also played major leadership 
roles in bringing both proton therapy and 
infant heart transplantation to LLUH, 
Continued on page 2
School of Medicine
 171 Doctor of Medicine (MD) 
 2 Bachelor of Science (BS)
 6 Master of Science (MS)
 12 Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
School of Pharmacy
 82 Doctor of Pharmacy (PharmD)
School of Dentistry
 6 Associate of Science (AS) 
in Dental Hygiene
 41 Bachelor of Science (BS)  
in Dental Hygiene
 101 Doctor of Dental Surgery (DDS)
 21 International Dentistry  
Program (IDP)
 53 Post-doctoral Specialties (MS)
School of Religion
 6 Master of Arts (MA) in Bioethics
 5 Master of Science (MS)  
in Chaplaincy
School of Behavioral Health
 46 Master of Social Work (MSW)
 25 Master of Science (MS)
 21 Master of Marital and  
Family Therapy (MFT)
 3 Doctor of Marital and  
Family Therapy (DMFT)
 9 Doctor of Psychology (PsyD)
 18 Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
School of Nursing
 160 Bachelor of Science (BS)  
in Nursing
 29 Master of Science (MS) 
in Nursing
 25 MS in Nursing Off Campus
 6 Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP)
 3 Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
School of Public Health
 19 Master of Business  
Administration (MBA)
 119 Master of Public Health (MPH)
 21 Doctor of Public Health (DrPH)
 1 Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
School of Allied Health Professions
 47 Associate in Science (AS) Physical 
Therapist Assistant
 18 Master of Science (MS) in  
Orthotics and Prosthetics
 25 Master of Physical Therapy (MPT)
 68 Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT)
 36 Post-professional DPT
 3 Doctor of Science (DSc)  
in Physical Therapy
 2 Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in  
Physical Therapy
 33 Certificates
 39 Associate of Science (AS)
 101 Bachelor of Science (BS)
 52 Master of Occupational  
Therapy (MOT)
 32 Master of Physician  
Assistant (MPA)
 58 Master of Science (MS)
 2 Doctor of Occupational  
Therapy (OTD)*As listed in 2014 conferring of degrees program
Loma Linda University Degrees Granted in 2014*
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He Chao, MD, vice president of Sir 
Run Run Shaw Hospital in Hang-
zhou, China, is congratulated by 
Hart upon receiving the LLU Global 
Service Award.
Art Kroetz, PhD, MA, right, assistant dean for educational support services, 
LLU School of Allied Health Professions, and his wife, Janet Kroetz, MN, 
center, chief patient care director for LLUMC East Campus and LLU Heart & 
Surgical Hospital, are congratulated by Hart upon receiving the LLU Distin-
guished Service Award—a rarity for a husband and wife in the same year.
Janelle Pyke, MA, right, has served 
LLU for a quarter of a century, first 
as director of university records and 
more recently in the office of the 
provost. She received the Univer-
sity Distinguished Service Award.
Peter Geistlich, PhD, was honored 
with the LLU Distinguished Human-
itarian Award. His nephew, Jakob 
Herzel, right, was on hand to accept 
the award on his behalf.
Charles Sims, MD, right, shares a 
story with Hart. Sims received the 
LLU Distinguished Humanitarian 
Award during LLU School of Medi-
cine commencement ceremony.
Yiming Li, DDS, PhD, MSD, associ-
ate dean for research, LLU School 
of Dentistry, was given the LLU 
Distinguished Investigator Award 
during that school’s graduation.
Leroy Reese, MD, associate dean 
of the LLU School of Medicine, 
receives congratulations from Hart 
for being named the 2014 Univer-
sity Alumnus of the Year for LLU.
David Hinshaw Sr, MD, center, 
recipient of the LLU Lifetime Service 
Award, is flanked by Richard Hart, 
MD, DrPH, left, president of LLUH, 
and Lyn Behrens, MBBS, immedi-
ate past president of LLUH.
Allan Handysides, MBChB, receives 
the LLU Doctor of Humane Letters 
during the LLU School of Allied 
Health Professions graduation. 
Handysides is assisted by Hart, left, 
and Craig Jackson, JD, MSW, dean.
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establishing the institution as a world-
wide leader and innovator in these areas. 
Hinshaw was honored during the School of 
Medicine commencement.
Allan Handysides, MBChB, who 
recently retired after 15 years as health min-
istries director of the General Conference 
of Seventh-day Adventists, headquartered 
in Silver Spring, Maryland, was granted 
the Doctor of Humanitarian Service during 
the second School of Allied Health Profes-
sions graduation ceremony. Handysides 
served as a Board of Trustees member for 
LLUH during the same time period. He is 
presently involved in creating and teaching 
several modules of the MS degree in health 
professional leadership in the School of 
Allied Health Professions.
He Chao, MD, former president and 
current vice president of Sir Run Run 
Shaw Hospital (SRRSH), and professor 
of surgical oncology at Zhejiang University 
Medical College, both in Hangzhou, Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, received the Global 
Service Award during the School of Medi-
cine commencement. He has been key to the 
collaborative efforts between Loma Linda 
University Health and the Chinese govern-
ment in building a Western-style hospital in 
China, following the wishes of the late Sir 
Run Run Shaw. SRRSH has succeeded in 
achieving successive accreditations by Joint 
Commission International (JCI).
Leroy Reese, MD, associate dean and 
professor of obstetrics and gynecology, LLU 
School of Medicine, was named University 
Alumnus of the Year during that school’s 
ceremony. Also chair of the department 
of obstetrics and gynecology at White 
Memorial Medical Center (WMMC) in 
Los Angeles, Reese continues to serve as 
designated institutional official for medical 
education at both WMMC and Glendale 
Adventist Medical Center. He also serves 
as a Board of Trustees member for LLUH.
Arthur Kroetz, PhD, MA, assistant 
dean for educational support services and 
associate professor of radiation technol-
ogy, School of Allied Health Professions, 
received the University Distinguished 
Service Award during that school’s com-
mencement. Kroetz has taken a lead role 
in helping to integrate digital technologies 
into classrooms at Loma Linda University, 
as well as educating faculty and staff on how 
to best use them.
Janet Kroetz, MN, chief patient care 
director for Loma Linda University 
Medical Center East Campus Hospital as 
well as LLU Heart & Surgical Hospital, 
was presented the University Distinguished 
Service Award during School of Nursing 
commencement. Kroetz is also an assistant 
professor of nursing and currently serves as 
interim chief patient care director for Loma 
Linda University Medical Center. Kroetz 
is working with the School of Nursing to 
develop a post-baccalaureate certificate 
program in nursing administration. She is 
married to Arthur Kroetz, and they repre-
sent a rare instance in which a husband and 
wife are co-awardees in the same year.
Janelle Pyke, MA, assistant professor of 
general studies and special assistant to the 
provost for academic administration, Loma 
Linda University (LLU), received the Uni-
versity Distinguished Service Award during 
the School of Public Health commence-
ment. For 20 years, Pyke served as director 
of university records, leading the transition 
from paper to digital for her department. 
In 2010, she joined the LLU office of the 
provost and currently focuses on policy 
development and management, curriculum 
review, and international programs.
Peter Geistlich, PhD, board chair 
of Geistlich Pharma, headquartered in 
Wolhusen, Switzerland, received the Dis-
tinguished Humanitarian Award during 
School of Dentistry commencement. 
Unable to receive the award in person, 
Geistlich was represented by his nephew, 
Jakob Hirzel, and Geistlich Pharma repre-
sentative Alan Barnard. Geistlich became 
friends with the late Philip Boyne, DMD, 
MS, DSc, professor of oral and maxillofa-
cial surgery at LLU School of Dentistry. 
Shared research interests led to a close 
association and a number of innovations—
particular in the area of tissue regeneration. 
Continued from page 1
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The Boyne-Geistlich Professorship in Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgery at the School of 
Dentistry resulted from their friendship.
Charles Sims, MD, a 1960 graduate of 
the LLU School of Medicine and president 
of California Cryobank in Los Angeles, was 
presented the University Distinguished 
Humanitarian Award during the School of 
Medicine commencement ceremony. Cali-
fornia Cryobank is a leading sperm bank 
and cryogenics laboratory worldwide. In 
2013, Sims established the Charles A. Sims 
Endowed Chair in Molecular and Cellular 
Medicine through a generous donation.
Yiming Li, DDS, MSD, PhD, asso-
ciate dean for research in the School of 
Dentistry, was recognized with the LLU 
Distinguished Investigator Award during 
that school’s commencement. Also a 
professor of restorative dentistry, and of 
microbiology and molecular genetics (LLU 
School of Medicine), Li has generated 
more than $18 million in grant support, 
and published 110 professional articles and 
book chapters as well as 169 abstracts. In 
addition, he has given 132 presentations in 
more than 10 countries.
Fifteen individuals were honored by 
their schools during various graduation cer-
emonies. John Mace, MD, a 1978 alumnus 
and emeritus professor of pediatrics for 
LLU School of Medicine, received the 
School Distinguished Service Award.
Clifton Reeves, MD, a 1960 alumnus 
and professor of general and traumatic 
surgery for LLU School of Medicine, also 
received the School Distinguished Service 
Award for LLU School of Medicine.
Gerard Rivera, PharmD, a member of the 
School of Pharmacy class of 2011 and direc-
tor of pharmacy for Pacific Lido Pharmacy 
Group, was named Alumnus of the Year for 
LLU School of Pharmacy.
Norm Hamada, PharmD, director of 
clinical pharmacy services, LLUMC; direc-
tor of the first-year pharmacy residency 
and second-year administration residency 
programs; and professor of pharmacy prac-
tice, LLU School of Pharmacy, received the 
School Distinguished Service Award for 
LLU School of Pharmacy.
Thomas Rogers, DDS, MA, director of 
faculty leadership development and associ-
ate professor of dental educational services, 
and Klaus Wolfram, DDS, MS, associate 
professor of periodontics, LLU School of 
Dentistry, both received the School Distin-
guished Service Award. 
Alan Herford, DDS, MD, director of 
oral and maxillofacial surgery, LLU School 
of Dentistry, and division head of oral 
and maxillofacial surgery, LLU School of 
Medicine, was presented the School Dis-
tinguished Research Award for the LLU 
School of Dentistry. Herford is also director 
of oral and maxillofacial surgery at Arrow-
head Regional Medical Center, located in 
Colton, California; director of the board of 
directors for the American Board of Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgery; and president 
of the California Association of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgeons.
Delia Lang, PhD, MPH, MA, research 
associate professor and program direc-
tor, department of behavioral science and 
health education, Rollins School of Public 
Health at Emory University, Atlanta, was 
named LLU School of Behavioral Health 
Alumna of the Year.
The late Peter Strutz, PhD, MA, former 
chair and professor of psychology, LLU 
School of Behavioral Health, was posthu-
mously granted the School Distinguished 
Service Award. His daughter, Judith 
Strutz-Vanderwerff, DDS, MSEd, was 
on hand to receive the award on his behalf 
during the combined School of Behavioral 
Health and School of Religion commence-
ment ceremony.
Angela Shen, ScD, MPH, senior 
advisor for vaccines and immunizations, 
maternal and child health division, U.S. 
Agency for International Development 
Loma Linda University Sends the 
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(USAID), Washington, D.C., was named 
School Alumna of the Year for the LLU 
School of Public Health.
Jayakaran Job, MD, DrPH, professor of 
global health, biostatistics/epidemiology, 
and population medicine, LLU School of 
Public Health, and professor of preventive 
medicine, LLU School of Medicine, was 
bestowed with the Faculty Distinguished 
Service Award during the LLU School of 
Public Health commencement.
Julie Pifer, coordinator for the office 
of academic programs, LLU School of 
Public Health, received the Staff Distin-
guished Service Award during the school’s 
commencement.
Ehren Ngo, MS, associate chair and 
assistant professor of cardiopulmonary 
sciences, and program director for the 
BS degree in emergency medical care 
program, LLU School of Allied Health 
Professions, was named Faculty of the 
Year for the school.
Benjamin Siapco, MS, laboratory tech-
nical consultant for Adventist Health 
International, received the School Distin-
guished Service Award during LLU School 
of Allied Health Professions commence-
ment. Siapco retired from Loma Linda 
University Medical Center in 2012.
Willa Hilgert Hedrick, MA, was named 
School Alumna of the Year for LLU School 
of Allied Health Professions. Hedrick and 
her husband worked in mission service 
in the Philippines before returning to the 
U.S., where she served at Kettering Medical 
College, Dayton, Ohio, and distinguished 
herself in research.
Five School of Medicine Deans 
Gather at Graduation Event
During a luncheon for Loma Linda University and individual school honor-
ees, held at Wong Kerlee International Conference Center on May 25, four 
past deans of Loma Linda University School of Medicine joined current 
dean Roger Hadley, MD, left, for a rare photo opportunity. With Hadley are, 
second from left to right, Lyn Behrens, MBBS; David Hinshaw Sr, MD; Brian 
Bull, MD; and Douglas Will, MD. In order of service, Hinshaw was dean 
from 1962 to 1975; Behrens from 1986 to 1991; Will from 1991 to 1993; Bull 
from 1994 to 2002; and Hadley from 2003 to the present. By Larry Kidder
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By Herbert Atienza
President Barack Obama has rec-ognized Loma Linda University Health’s PossAbilities program as 
a Presidential Champion for its work in 
getting people with physical disabilities to 
be active and fit.
The White House sent the recognition 
to PossAbilities with a Gold Award and a 
certificate that states, “In recognition of 
your outstanding commitment to adopt and 
maintain a physically active and fit lifestyle. 
By earning this award you have proven your-
self to be a Presidential Champion. I hereby 
congratulate you on this accomplishment.”
PossAbilities is a community outreach 
program developed by Loma Linda Uni-
versity Medical Center East Campus and 
supported by founding partner, the San 
Manuel Band of Mission Indians. PossAbil-
ities’ goal is to offer physically challenged 
people who were born with or have suf-
fered permanent physical injury a sense 
President Barack Obama Recognizes Loma Linda University 
Health PossAbilities Program as ‘Presidential Champion’
President Barack Obama recently honored Loma Linda University Health 
PossAbilities with a Presidential Champion Gold Award in recognition of 
the program’s work to get people with physical disabilities to be active 
and fit. In the photo, clockwise from left to right: Pedro R. Payne, direc-
tor of PossAbilities; Cotie Williams, program coordinator, PossAbilities; 
Lyndon Edwards, administrator, Loma Linda University Medical Center 
East Campus; and PossAbilities member Delmon Dunston.
of community by providing activities and 
practical help.
The program organizes a variety of 
activities and initiatives that offer support, 
education, and athletic endeavors to its 
members, including hosting the yearly 
PossAbilities Triathlon, an event joined 
in by thousands of able-bodied and chal-
lenged athletes; and Road to Rio, a training 
program for athletes hoping to compete at 
the 2016 Paralympics.
The Presidential Champion award is part 
of The President’s Challenge, a program of 
the President’s Council on Physical Fitness, 
Sports, and Nutrition, U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services. The program 
recognizes efforts to help people of all 
ages and abilities to increase their physical 
activity and improve their fitness through 
research-based information, easy-to-use 
tools, and friendly motivation.   
“We are deeply humbled to have received 
this recognition from the President of 
the United States. It is our hope that the 
PossAbilities program will continue to 
provide those with physical disabilities 
the opportunities to adopt and maintain 
a healthy lifestyle,” said Pedro R. Payne, 
PhD, director of PossAbilities.
“Whether it’s through our weekly exer-
cise classes, our monthly bike rides, or our 
annual triathlon, we can think of no better 
way to help spread our health message other 
than to ‘Live It,’ ” he said.
Contributed report
Loma Linda University Cancer Center patients, families, friends and staff members celebrated National 
Cancer Survivors Day on June 2 at the 23rd 
23rd Annual Celebration of 
Life Honors Cancer Survivors
Mark Reeves, MD, PhD, director of 
Loma Linda University Cancer 
Center, speaking about new fields in 
cancer care to nearly 250 members 
of the community.
annual Celebration of Life.
More than 250 people attended the 
event, themed “Live It for Today: Bloom 
Where You are Planted.”
The event took place from 12:30 to 2:00 
p.m. at the Loma Linda University Centen-
nial Complex.
Karen Koehn, LLU Cancer Center reg-
istry manager, sang for those attending, 
who also heard stories from cancer survi-
vors themselves.
Talolo Lepale spoke on what it means 
to bloom where one is planted, and Mark 
Reeves, MD, PhD, director, shared plans 
for new fields in cancer care at Loma Linda 
University Cancer Center.
A highlight of the event was the presen-
tation of the Courage to Care awards by 
Cameron Kroetz, whose uncle Don passed 
away in 1997 after battling leukemia. 
Cameron’s grandmother, Jan Kroetz, 
RN, MN, chief patient care director at 
Loma Linda University Medical Center 
East Campus, initiated the annual 
awards to honor exceptional oncology 
nurses in memory of their son—and 
Cameron’s uncle. 
Two nurses were honored this year—
Desiree Kumar and Maria Montero.
By Heather Reifsnyder
The School of Allied Health Pro-fessions hosted its 18th annual alumni homecoming weekend May 
1–4 with a combination of cherished tradi-
tions and new activities. 
Also celebrated was the 50th anni-
versary of the school’s department of 
health informatics and health information 
management. 
The long weekend kicked off Thursday 
evening May 1 with a new event called 
“Live It to Win It”—a team activity in 
which alumni, students, faculty, and staff 
competed in challenges across campus 
including physical contests, scavenger 
searches, and tests of knowledge. Winning 
this was a team comprising the school’s 
student association officers: Alex Golcheh-
reh, Vrej Mekhjian, Carl Nolasco, Tiffany 
Senstock, and Blanca Beltran.
SAHP Welcomes Alumni for 
Annual Homecoming
Alumni Melvin Orser, physical 
therapy class of 1950 (left), and 
Paul Damazo, dietetics class of 
1952, reunite.
“‘Live It to Win It’ was a huge hit,” says 
Danella Herra, MBA, alumni affairs officer, 
School of Allied Health Professions. 
“Several people told me they’d love to see 
this become an annual event.”
Another new addition to this year’s 
homecoming was a cooking class Friday 
with the School of Allied Health Profes-
sions’ own chef, Cory Gheen. 
The tradition of offering continuing 
education classes continued this year with 
courses Thursday, Friday, and Sunday. 
Saturday was a full day of programming, 
beginning with a Sabbath school class fea-
turing the golden anniversary department 
of health informatics and health informa-
tion management. Following church, the 
school held a luncheon with Dean Craig 
Jackson, JD, MSW, during which former 
class groups reunited. Ron Carter, PhD, 
provost of Loma Linda University, also 
presented updates about the university 
during the luncheon. 
That evening, a vespers at Loma Linda 
University Church explored the school’s 
involvement in outreach programs— 
domestic and foreign, past and present. 
LLUH President Richard Hart, MD, 
DrPH, spoke, and a panel of allied health 
students and alumni, moderated by Everett 
Lohman, DSc, professor of physical therapy, 
shared stories of outreach.
“Their descriptions of their experi-
ences both abroad and domestic revealed 
clearly the transformative effect of service 
in their lives,” Jackson says. “It was truly 
inspirational.”
Saturday was capped off with the annual 
alumni and student recognition banquet. 
Honored during the evening were:
Rising Star Student and  
Young Alumni Honorees
•  Ali Hakamy, respiratory care
•  Melanie Thornburg, BS 2009, clinical 
laboratory science
•  Jackie Muga, BS 2012, communication 
sciences & disorders
•  Brenda Lizarraga-Mendoza, health 
informatics & information management
•  Brittany Johnson, BS 2013,  
nutrition & dietetics
•  Cambria Speyer, occupational therapy
•  Courtney Hughes, DPT 2010,  
physical therapy
•  William Wilson, physician  
assistant sciences
•  Edson Verde, radiation technology
Distinguished Alumni
•  Dennis Tankersley, BS 2003,  
emergency medical care
•  Jennifer F. Miller, BS 1999, MHIS 
2002, health informatics &  
information management
•  Jennifer St. Clair, BS 1997, MS 1999, 
communication sciences & disorders
•  Julie Kugel, MOT 2006, OTD 2009, 
occupational therapy
•  Ronda Watson, BS 1993,  
nutrition & dietetics
•  Karen Brandon, MPT 1996, DPT 
2005, DSc 2008, physical therapy
•  Tiffany Hodgson, MPA 2010,  
physician assistant sciences
•  John Radtke, AS 1974, BS 1975,  
radiation technology
Distinguished Service Award
•  Benjamin J. Siapco Jr., MS 1971,  
clinical laboratory science
Alumna of the Year
•  Willa Hilgert Hedrick, BS 1946,  
clinical laboratory science
For the first year, the banquet also fea-
tured a silent auction and donor board 
game, resulting in more than $6,000 raised 
for allied health student scholarships.
Scholarship recipient and health infor-
mation administration student Robin 
Hernandez presented a testimony of how 
the scholarships she’s received have not only 
allowed her to get an education she couldn’t 
have obtained otherwise, but have also given 
her confidence and inspiration to strive for 
the best because others believed in her. 
Juanita (Wriston) Funk and Edd 
Ashley, EdD, chair, department of 
physical therapy, reunite at the their 
50th reunion for physical therapy.
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By James Ponder
R estoring wholeness to the lives of abused and neglected children came into focus as the highest priority of 
the recently relocated Children’s Assess-
ment Center of San Bernardino during 
grand opening ceremonies on May 21. The 
center is a joint project of Loma Linda Uni-
versity Children’s Hospital (LLUCH) and 
the County of San Bernardino.
“It’s hard to see the cruelty that people 
inflict upon children,” said Clare Sheridan-
Matney, MD, medical director of the center 
and chief of forensic medicine at LLUCH. 
“It is especially touching when you meet 
children who have managed to retain inno-
cence and humanity through it all.” 
The importance of the center was also 
attested to by the presence of numerous 
government, law enforcement, health care, 
and educational officials, who spoke glow-
ingly about its positive impact on the region.
“There are two ugly secrets in society 
today,” noted Richard H. Hart, MD, 
DrPH, president of Loma Linda Univer-
sity Health. “Human trafficking and child 
abuse. Our community has come together 
to address that latter issue today.”
But while Hart noted the collaborative 
partnership that made the center a reality, 
Center Restores Wholeness to Abused Children
At the grand opening of the recently relocated Children’s Assessment 
Center of San Bernardino, Clare Sheridan-Matney, MD, received an award 
for 30 years of dedicated service to the abused and neglected children 
of the Inland Empire. Left to right: Erin Phillips, president and CEO of 
Children’s Fund; Sheridan-Matney, medical director of the center; Greg 
Devereaux, CEO of the County of San Bernardino; and Richard H. Hart, 
MD, DrPH, president of Loma Linda University Health.
he insisted it would not exist without 
Sheridan-Matney.
One of the highlights of the event was the 
presentation of a $1 million check by officers 
of the A. Gary Anderson Family Founda-
tion. The money will be administered by the 
San Bernardino-based Children’s Fund.
“It is our mission and passion to carry 
on my father’s legacy to support at-risk 
and abused children,” Erin Latsinger said, 
adding that she and her husband, who is 
also named Gary, will do everything in their 
power to protect and serve the children of 
the community.   
Erin Phillips, president and CEO of 
Children’s Fund, called the check the largest 
single gift in the organization’s history. 
“This gift will support the center’s contin-
ued emergency response to children, as well 
as provide a seed investment for a Children’s 
Fund endowment, which will help protect 
the future of the center,” she said. 
Sheridan-Matney, who has tirelessly 
served the needs of abused children for 30 
years, was the reluctant star of the evening. 
In calling her to the podium to receive an 
award, Phillips pointed out that because of 
Sheridan-Matney’s modesty, the forensic 
pediatrician would likely have boycotted 
the ceremony had she known of the honor 
in advance. When she took the microphone, 
Sheridan-Matney confirmed that is exactly 
what she would have done.  
The center, which opened in 1994, 
has gained national and international 
prominence as the birthplace of several best-
practice interventions for the treatment of 
victimized children.
One of those innovations — using a camera 
to videotape the child’s report of abuse — has 
proven especially helpful to victims. 
Since having to repeat the story of their 
victimization over and over to health care 
workers, law enforcement officers, attorneys 
and judges can be intimidating and trau-
matizing to children, the new procedure 
requires them to tell the story only once. 
Afterward, the video version of their testi-
mony is available for appropriate personnel 
to review and can be presented as evidence 
in a court of law. 
The center also provides physical and 
psychological treatment to help restore 
wholeness to the children and enable them 
to move on with their lives. 
Many victims are unable to speak for 
themselves. While the center investigates 
suspected cases of abuse in children from 
0–18 years of age, nearly half of them have 
not yet reached their fifth birthday.
Despite her initial hesitation to appear 
in the spotlight, Sheridan-Matney warmed 
to the opportunity to talk about her passion 
for preventing child abuse and bringing 
perpetrators to justice. Calling it an incal-
culable evil, she said abuse occurs when an 
adult decides to put his or her selfish desires 
ahead of the needs of a child. 
She recounted the story of one little girl 
who had been severely harmed by the adult 
who should have been protecting her. Sher-
idan-Matney reported that she herself had 
gone silent while examining the extent of 
the girl’s injuries, sickened by the horrifying 
nature of what she saw. 
“The little girl was so compassionate,” 
she noted. “She was more concerned about 
my feelings than she was about what had 
happened to her. ‘It’s OK,’ she said as she 
reached out and touched my arm. ‘You don’t 
have to feel bad about it.’”  
One of Sheridan-Matney’s concerns has 
been that despite a burgeoning demand 
for physicians trained in evaluating child 
abuse, there are currently fewer than 300 
board-certified forensic pediatricians in the 
nation. With that in mind, she helped the 
LLU School of Medicine establish a train-
ing program to meet the need.   
As the evening drew to a close, speaker 
after speaker rose to applaud Sheridan-
Matney for bringing hope and healing to 
thousands of abused children who have 
grown up and raised healthy families of 
their own. 
For her part, Sheridan-Matney did 
her best to deflect the praise. Instead, she 
cited the members of her staff, the commu-
nity volunteers, the government and civic 
leaders, the educators, and the members of 
the local and regional law enforcement com-
munity for standing with her in the war on 
Continued on page 6
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Center Restores 
Wholeness …
child abuse and neglect. 
But as she reflected on the progress of 
the state-of-the art new center, it became 
apparent she was pleased with the way 
things are going.
“I am so glad so many of you are here to 
honor our center, and what we are doing,” 
Sheridan-Matney said. “This new clinic 
of ours rests on the dedication of so many 
people, so many generous donors.” 
In her conclusion, she made it clear that 
the center is dedicated to the children of the 
Inland Empire. “We want the children to feel 
comfortable at the center,” Sheridan-Matney 
concluded. “We want them to understand 
that they matter; that we are here for them, 
and that they DO have a voice!”
Continued from page 5
By Michiko Okawara and  
Stephen Vodhanel
On May 7, the Youth Rx Abuse Program, partnering with the Loma Linda University School of 
Candy or Medicine? Pharmacy Students  
Teach Children About Medicine Safety
From left to right, School of Pharmacy students Amy Kang, Michiko 
Okawara, and Nancy Santiago hold up educational materials at the Chil-
dren’s Day event.
Pharmacy chapter of the American Phar-
macists Association Academy of Student 
Pharmacists, participated in the Children’s 
Day event coordinated by Loma Linda Uni-
versity Children’s Hospital. 
More than 300 children visited the 
School of Pharmacy information booth 
during the day.
Three learning games were prepared 
with which to teach the children: “Good 
Choices or Bad Choices,” “Is this Candy or 
Medicine?” and “Trivia.” 
Pharmacy students designed the games 
to attract children using 3-D elements such 
as small doors the children could open and 
touch. The games were popular with the 
children and elicited a lot of interaction and 
participation.   
In the “Is this Candy or Medicine?” 
game, Fiber Choice, which looked like 
candy, was among the selections. It was 
expected that many children would be 
tricked into thinking that the medicine was 
candy, but unexpected that so many adults 
made the same mistake. 
When the adults found out what it was, 
they looked surprised, but no one laughed.  
“Having the opportunity to teach chil-
dren was precious, and we were glad that 
we prepared these games,” says Michiko 
Okawara, School of Pharmacy class of 
2015. “At the end, the children got their 
Medication Safety Patrol badges and 
Poison Control stickers, and they promised 
By Briana Pastorino
Loma Linda University School of Medicine (LLUSM) recently con-cluded its five-year Centennial Cel-
ebration (2009–2014), marking 100 years 
since the founding of the school to the 100th 
anniversary of the first graduating class. 
A community celebration was held on 
June 1 outside LLU Centennial Complex.
“We would like to thank all those who 
joined us in celebration of this remarkable 
milestone in the history of Loma Linda 
University and its School of Medicine,” 
remarked Roger Hadley, MD, dean of the 
School of Medicine.
 The early 1900s-themed anniversary 
bash was a free event open to the entire 
community and featured thematic music 
and entertainment as well as food trucks 
and a fireworks show to end the night. 
An estimated 700 people attended 
throughout the evening.
Loma Linda University School of 
LLU School of Medicine Celebrates 100th Anniversary
Medicine opened its doors in 1909 as the 
College of Medical Evangelists and gradu-
ated its first class of six students on June 
11, 1914.
It was the smallest class to ever graduate 
from the school with only two women and 
four men. 
This year, on May 25, the School of 
Medicine graduated its largest class ever 
with 171 medical students. More than 
10,500 students have graduated over the 
past 100 years.
The school continues to have a growing 
impact in the Inland Empire and beyond. 
This year, 51 percent of LLUSM students 
matched to primary care positions, and 
half of the practicing medical doctors in 
San Bernardino County either trained at 
or currently teach at Loma Linda Univer-
sity or both.
Hadley continued, “We are proud to con-
tinue fulfilling the legacy of our founders to 
educate and create the health care leaders of 
the future for many years to come.”
that they will take their medications in a 
safe way. 
“It made us happy to know that the chil-
dren, whom we named ‘Medication Safety 
Patrol Officers,’ will walk away knowing 
how to take their medication correctly as 
well as be able to help their friends with this 
important information.”
Photos, clockwise from above: as part of the 1900s theme, two stilt- 
walkers and a unicycle rider impress the crowd; a little girl takes in the 
excitement; a young boy holds still while his face is painted; and fire-
works cap an evening of celebration.
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School of Dentistry class of 2014 
graduate Eric Chen, DDS, was 
one of four students chosen from 
among American dental schools in 
2013 to receive a $5,000 scholar-
ship toward tuition and fees from 
the Dental Trade Alliance Founda-
tion. During his four years of dental 
training, Chen participated in every 
service learning opportunity that 
he could fit into his schedule, and as 
the vice president of his class, was 
responsible for creating a service-
oriented class project, recruiting 
24 classmates to screen and treat 
homeless teens. “I am grateful that 
I have worked with truly wonderful people who are equally committed to 
community service as I am,” says Chen. “Amazing mentors have shown 
me that it is possible to do excellent work both in private practice as well 
as be committed to quality community service.” By Doug Hackleman
Dentistry Graduate Among 
Four Chosen Nationwide to 
Receive Scholarship Award
By Doug Hackleman
Tory Silvestrin, DDS, a second-year graduate student in the School of Dentistry’s advanced specialty 
education program in endodontics, has 
been running marathons for about two-
and-a-half years. His time to complete the 
26.2-mile race has steadily decreased—by 
more than 45 minutes from a little under 
four hours to his personal record of two 
hours and 58 minutes (six minutes and 48 
seconds per mile).
Having earned his doctor of dental 
surgery degree from the University of 
Washington at Seattle, Silvestrin first 
became interested in running after com-
pleting his dental board examination, part 
II, and found that running served as a useful 
outlet for stress. He discovered that as the 
demands on his time have increased, so has 
his desire to run to release the stress. “By the 
time I arrive back at my front doorstep,” he 
says, “I’m fully refreshed.”
To qualify for the Boston Marathon, Sil-
vestrin had to run the 26.2 miles in less than 
three hours and five minutes (approximately 
seven minutes flat per mile) on a certified 
qualifier marathon course. He reached that 
goal in 2013 at the Surf City Marathon.
After the terrorist bombing tragedy 
that took three lives and injured 264 others 
at the 2013 Boston Marathon finish line, 
Silvestrin vowed to run the 2014 Boston 
Marathon in solidarity with the victims 
who were affected by the tragic events and 
to stand as a member of the running com-
munity to show a united desire to seek a 
lifestyle of fitness undeterred. Knowing the 
demand would be high for runners wanting 
to “take back the finish line,” and to show 
pride in competing in the unofficial world 
championship of marathon running, Sil-
vestrin dedicated his training to improve 
his qualification time at the San Francisco 
Marathon in June 2013, in order to ensure 
that he would have a position at the start 
line for the 2014 Boston Marathon.
“As marathon runners, we are used to 
minimal fanfare during our racing and 
understand that the solitary nature of our 
sport is to be embraced as part of the strug-
gle from step one to mile 26.2,” he muses. 
“At many marathons, the athletes often face 
a feeling of frustration from the surround-
ing community that ‘we runners’ are closing 
down ‘their’ streets. At the 2014 Boston 
Marathon, the feeling was quite opposite,” 
he reports. “After the race, bystanders and 
citizens of the city would come up to me and 
Endodontics Student Runs 
Boston Marathon
thank me, high-five me, and applaud me for 
running for ‘their city, their cause.’”
There were an estimated one million 
bystanders along the course cheering on the 
record 36,000 runners at the 2014 Boston 
Marathon on April 21. Crowds were often 
five-plus people deep, and there was not 
a single stretch of the 26.2 mile point-to-
point course that was devoid of loud and 
proud spectators.
“I was not one of the runners in the 2013 
Boston Marathon, but I am a member of 
the running community and felt the need to 
run in solidarity with those who were pro-
foundly affected by the events of the 2013 
Boston Marathon. It was a unique experi-
ence—running the Boston Marathon—and 
one that I will hold dear forever. Crossing 
the finish line was enthralling (knowing 
how many hours I’d dedicated to qualify 
for and run this iconic event) and sadden-
ing (remembering the scenes and tragedy 
that occurred at that very place one year 
prior). I found myself nearly in tears with 
the concomitant pride in my achievement 
and knowing what this race means to the 
running community.”
Silvestrin’s time—three hours and one 
minute—placed him in the top 7 percent 
of the finishers and qualified him to run the 
Boston Marathon again in 2015.
Tory Silvestrin, DDS, vowed to run 
in the 2014 Boston Marathon in 
support of and in solidarity with 
the victims of the terrorist bombing 
last year. He finished in three hours 
and one minute—placing him in the 
top 7 percent of the record 36,000 
runners who took part.
Contributed report
The School of Allied Health Pro-fessions department of commu-nication sciences and disorders is 
holding an intensive phonological awareness 
and literacy camp July 21 through August 1.
The program is designed for incoming 
kindergarten through third-grade students 
who are either having difficulty beginning 
reading or who are at-risk for difficulty 
beginning reading. 
“Participants will have fun while focus-
ing on the building blocks of reading: 
For the Kids: Reading  
and Literacy Camp
literature awareness, syllable awareness, 
rhyme awareness, segmenting, and blend-
ing,” says Jennifer St. Clair, MS, assistant 
professor and clinical coordinator, depart-
ment of communication sciences and 
disorders.
Individual speech and language services 
may also be available.
The cost is $60 per child for the 
two-week-long camp. Register online at 
campscui.active.com/orgs/LomaLindaUni 
versity. After June 30, the price rises to $70 
per child. For more information, e-mail 
jstclair@llu.edu. 
By Larry Kidder
Employee wellness leaders from Sev-enth-day Adventist organizations across North America met face to face 
for the first-ever Adventist Wellness Execu-
tives (AWE) Conference June 10-11, 2014.
The conference was held at the Loma 
Linda University Centennial Complex. 
More than 20 employee wellness leaders 
attended.
Barbara Wachsman, benefits program 
corporate director for the Walt Disney 
Company, was on hand to share her 
organization’s wellness efforts during a 
presentation titled “Disney’s Corporate 
Wellness Program: The Journey and 
Future Goals.”
Olivia Moses, DrPH, wellness program 
administrator for Loma Linda University 
Health, founded AWE and organized the 
event. “The field of corporate wellness is 
in a state of constant change,” says Moses. 
“Adventist wellness leaders need to stay in 
Conference Brings Together 
Adventist Wellness Leaders
contact and share ideas to keep up with 
the ever-changing wellness environment.”
The idea for a dialogue between 
Adventist employee wellness leaders 
resulted from a conversation with Gerald 
Winslow, PhD, senior vice president for 
mission and culture, Loma Linda Uni-
versity Medical Center, who had created 
a similar network. Winslow is also direc-
tor of Loma Linda University Institute for 
Health Policy and Leadership.
“I was talking with Dr. Winslow and 
he mentioned he had done something 
similar,” says Moses. “He said he was 
delighted with the benefits.”
Moses approached her boss, Mark 
Hubbard, MBA, about starting a similar 
network for Adventist wellness leaders. 
“Mark was entirely supportive of the idea,” 
Moses recalls, “allowing me to take the time 
and resources to make it happen.”
AWE members have been meeting 
quarterly via the Internet. “As we got to 
Continued on page 14
High-altitude Reflections on a Most Improbable Dream
Mulberry trees frame a quiet pool in Xixi Wetland National Park in 
Hangzhou.
By James Ponder
Bing Frazier, Mo O’Reilly, Jack and Sharan Bennett, and I are heading home from the 20th anniversary of 
Sir Run Run Shaw Hospital (SRRSH), in 
Hangzhou, China. 
Right now, we’re flying over the south-
ern coast of Japan at 11:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
May 4, but thanks to the International 
Date Line, we’re traveling backward in time. 
When we arrive in Los Angeles 11 hours 
from now, it will be three hours earlier than 
when we left Shanghai, and it will still be 
today. Go figure.
This seems like an excellent time to 
reflect on the unlikely partnership that 
has developed between SRRSH and Loma 
Linda University Health.
That the relationship exists at all is a 
Continued on page 11
testament to the miraculous. That it con-
tinues to thrive in a century marked by 
sharp ideological divides among the nations 
of the world is almost imponderable. Yet 
somehow, the atheistic leaders of the most 
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By James Ponder
An estimated 250 physicians, employ-ees and administrators of Loma Linda University Health crowded 
into the Slate-Peterson rooms of the Wong 
Kerlee International Conference Center 
on Wednesday, June 18, to say farewell to 
Ruthita Fike, MA, CEO of Loma Linda 
University Medical Center since 2004.
There was a long line of people waiting to 
speak with Fike, share memories, and offer 
their best wishes for the future.  
Several individuals brushed away tears 
as Fike was applauded for the depth of her 
commitment and the strength of the per-
sonal relationships she established. 
When she took the podium, she was 
moved to tears, telling members of the 
audience how much she loved them, how 
talented, intelligent and committed they 
are, and what a life-changing experience it 
had been to work with each of them for the 
past 10 years. 
On balance, however, the event was 
far more joyous than sorrowful. In recall-
ing his reaction when Fike invited him 
to serve as vice president of mission and 
culture at the Medical Center, Gerald 
Winslow, PhD, evoked laughter when he 
said, “I told her I had been to the opera 
and that’s culture.” 
Jill Pollock, MS, interim administra-
tor at University Hospital, presented Fike 
a large trophy with an abstracted image of 
hands lifted up, called her “a truly inspira-
tional leader” and reminisced about working 
together on numerous projects. 
Steve Mohr, CFO of LLUMC–Mur-
rieta, said his affiliation with Fike had been 
Loma Linda University Health Bids Farewell to Ruthita Fike
responsible for his wanting to get up and 
go to work every day—“well, most every 
day,” he joked—and promised to fly out 
and spend time with Fike and her husband, 
Duane, at their home in Colorado.
Lyndon Edwards, MBA, MHS, vice 
president and administrator at LLU East 
Campus Hospital and LLU Heart and Sur-
gical Hospital, called his first impressions of 
Fike “love at first sight,” to which she imme-
diately responded, “Same here!” He gave 
her a PossAbilities jacket to wear when the 
weather turns cold in Colorado.
Jesse Mock, MA, vice president for 
patient engagement, spoke about the trans-
formational elements in Fike’s leadership, 
and recalled many of her accomplishments 
in inspiring members of the staff to work 
toward the goal of helping the Medical 
Center fulfill its mission in the community.
Richard Rawson, MBA, senior vice 
president for strategic planning, and 
administrator of LLUMC–Murrieta, 
elaborated on Fike’s leadership in reach-
ing out to the community. He called her a 
transformative and spiritual leader whose 
actions let it be known that God is guiding 
Loma Linda. 
At the end of their brief presentations, 
each of the speakers received a warm hug 
from Fike.
Fike says that for the immediate future, 
she has promised her husband she will 
spend some time unwinding at their Colo-
rado home, and then she will begin the 
process of discovering where God wants her 
to go next. 
“I am so grateful for the 10 years I have 
been a part of the Loma Linda family,” she 
concluded. “I leave you in God’s care.”
Ruthita Fike, MA, right, listens as Ronald Carter, PhD, center, provost of 
Loma Linda University, reads the citation honoring her for service to Loma 
Linda University Health (LLUH) as CEO for Loma Linda University Medical 
Center (LLUMC). Looking on are Richard Hart, MD, DrPH, third from left, 
LLUH president; Roger Hadley, MD, second from left, LLU School of Medi-
cine dean; and Lyn Behrens, MBBS, left, former dean of the School of 
Medicine, CEO of LLUMC and president of LLUH.
Ruthita Fike, MA, center, CEO of Loma Linda University Medical Center 
(LLUMC), receives the Transformational Leadership Award of Excellence 
“for visionary leadership, courageous change, and God-centered faithful-
ness” during her farewell on June 18. With her is Gerald Winslow, PhD, 
left, vice president for mission and culture, LLUMC, and Jill Pollock, MS, 
interim administrator of University Hospital/adult services.
Ruthita Fike listens with her husband, Duane Fike, as her colleagues and 
friends share their memories with those in attendance.
With tears in her eyes, Ruthita Fike thanks her colleagues and friends for 
their part in helping her lead LLUMC for 10 years.
Ruthita Fike shares farewell hugs with, clockwise from top left, Jesse 
Mock, MA, vice president for patient engagement, LLUMC; Lyndon 
Edwards, MBA, MHS, vice president and administrator at LLUMC East 
Campus and LLU Heart & Surgical Hospital; and Richard Rawson, MBA, 
senior vice president for strategic planning, LLUMC, and administrator of 
LLUMC–Murrieta. Edwards also gave Fike a jacket from the PossAbilities 
program, headquartered at LLUMC East Campus.
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populous nation on Earth reached out to 
a Christian health sciences university and, 
two decades of unprecedented international 
cooperation later, everything is going just 
fine. How is that even possible?  
I didn’t know anyone in China until Bing 
Frazier, a project manager in the Global 
Health Institute, called to ask if I’d like to 
meet a group of Chinese health profession-
als visiting Loma Linda University seven 
years ago. I said yes, and soon made friends 
with 10 of the nicest people I’ve ever known. 
I had absolutely no idea that a very mean-
ingful chapter in my life was about to begin. 
A few weeks later, I found myself driving 
our guests to the Grand Canyon. 
Since then, I’ve volunteered to drive on 
dozens of trips to San Francisco, Big Sur, and 
Yosemite or Las Vegas and the Southwest, 
and made 200 to 300 new friends. The two 
biggest lessons I’ve learned are that friend-
ship and cooperation break through barriers 
like nothing else, and the Chinese are among 
the friendliest people on the planet.
It was raining when we left Shanghai 
High-altitude Reflections on a Most Improbable Dream …
two hours ago. It was raining even harder at 
noon when a group of Chinese radiologists 
took Bing and me to lunch at a restaurant 
overlooking the Qiantang River. Pointing 
to the rising waters, one of the doctors told 
us it rains, on average, every three days in 
Hangzhou. No wonder the place is so green. 
The trip has been a wonderful adventure. 
On the flight over, we followed—albeit in 
reverse order—the route of Asian immi-
grants who traversed the legendary Bering 
Land Bridge to the Americas at the dawn 
of prehistory. They came on foot or in 
small boats; we soared across the land at 
40,000 feet. 
A slight drizzle greeted us the next 
morning as Dick Schaefer, Courtney 
Beckwith, Angeli Yutuc, and I visited four 
interesting destinations in Hangzhou. Our 
guide was Wendy Wu Dingying, a nurse I 
drove to the Grand Canyon and San Fran-
cisco last year. Dick, the distinguished 
LLUH historian, was my roommate on 
this trip. Angeli and Courtney both work at 
Global Health Institute. 
The places Wendy took us—Eight 
Diagrams Farm, the Hangzhou Cuisine 
Museum, Six Harmonies Pagoda, and the 
bucolic urban wilderness known as Nine 
Streams and 18 Gullies—were completely 
unknown to us. 
Like many institutions in Hangzhou, 
Eight Diagrams Farm is a living connection 
to China’s agrarian past. Founded in the 
12th century, the large-scale demonstration 
garden has been going strong for 900 years. 
When we arrived, families were strolling 
the grounds, picking produce, and enjoying 
the scenery. 
At the museum, we traced the develop-
ment of several thousand years of fine dining 
in Hangzhou. Afterward, we sampled 
regional delicacies, including lily bulbs in a 
clear sauce, at an adjoining restaurant. The 
bulbs were delicious. Think pearl onions 
without the bite, but with a shy sweetness 
and delicate crunch. 
It’s hard to pinpoint the exact moment 
tranquility found us on this trip. It might 
have been while Dick Schaefer and I 
climbed to the third floor of Six Harmonies 
Pagoda. The ladies went all the way to the 
top, but we stayed behind to photograph the 
river through chartreuse trees. Or maybe it 
was while we hiked beside a quiet stream at 
Nine Streams and 18 Gullies. 
The next three days sped by in a flurry of 
events and appointments, but at 2:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, most of the 56 members of 
the LLUH designation boarded a bus for an 
overnight excursion in nearby Shaoxing. 
When we arrived at Dayu Kaiyuan 
hotel, we weren’t expecting an ancient 
Chinese village with the patina of bygone 
centuries, but that’s what we found. This 
pastoral village, which has been converted 
into a comfortable resort, boasts white-
walled homes fronting canals, trees, and 
cobblestone streets. 
A Thursday morning boat tour through 
the Shaoxing canals showcased China’s 
seductive blend of old and new. All over 
town, giant cranes were erecting ultra-
modern skyscrapers while servants washed 
clothes in the river the old-fashioned way. 
On Friday morning, I interviewed 
Qingqing Wang, MD, director of research 
and education at SRRSH, and two members 
of her staff who gave me a tour of one of their 
Continued on page 12
Some of the 56 members of the Loma Linda University Health delegation to the 20th anniversary of Sir Run Run 
Shaw Hospital (SRRSH) joined their Chinese colleagues for a tour of SRRSH Xiasha Campus, the ultramodern 
hospital affiliated with Zhejian University School of Medicine. The facility opened in 2013.
Green serenity invites visitors to 
reflect on the pristine beauty of 
Nine Streams and 18 Gullies, a 
popular urban wilderness on the 
outskirts of Hangzhou.
Above left photo: Six Harmonies 
Pagoda rises behind a tree in Hang-
zhou, China. Built approximately 
1,500 years ago, the structure was 
destroyed in 1121 and rebuilt cen-
turies later. Photo above: A stone 
bridge reflects the craftsman-
ship and aesthetics of a bygone 
era at Dayu Kaiyuan Hotel in an 
old neighborhood of Shaoxing. 
Bottom left photo: One of the care-
takers of Eight Diagrams Farm, a 
garden founded in the 12th century, 
proudly displays a cabbage he just 
harvested. Right photo: Mulberry 
trees frame an old canal in Shaox-
ing, a 2,500-year-old city.
Continued from page 7
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By Wil Alexander, PhD
There is a creative process happen-ing on campus  to find consensus and meaning for the word “whole-
ness.” Carla Gober-Park, PhD, MS, MPH, 
director for the Center for Spiritual Life 
and Wholeness, along with interested indi-
viduals campus wide, hopes to develop a 
working definition for use in each school 
and discipline at Loma Linda University. 
The defining will be done through careful 
choice of words and stories of experience. 
Thomas Moore, in “Education of the Soul,” 
says something quite pertinent about words:
In recent decades our language has become 
brittle and abstract. We use abbrevia-
tions as though they were words, we use a 
common jargon for our subtle emotional 
experiences, and we prefer tables, graphs, 
numbers, and step-by-step procedures over 
lengthy reflection. All of this is the result of the spirited bias of the times. … It makes a 
difference what kind of language we use to express our feelings and thoughts. Some words 
are more evocative than others, some fresher than those that immediately come to mind. 
Choosing the right word may make all the difference, and that choice requires art. …
“A dictionary may give the impression that a word can be defined simply and definitely, 
but the etymology and history of a word suggest that words are alive and can’t be stuffed 
once and for all into a definition.
Rest assured, Gober-Park and her creative team will offer something very alive and useful 




In what could be called a perfect 10, leaders of the five established Adventist medical schools met with visionaries 
from five additional Adventist universi-
ties that are working to establish medical 
schools during a six-day conference at Loma 
Linda University Health called CAMEL—
Consortium of Adventist Medical Educa-
tion Leaders.  
 The conference was the first event that 
physically brought this group of medical 
educators together, resulting in a meeting 
of the minds that continues past the return 
trips home. The conference afforded the 
opportunity to discuss common concerns 
ranging from faculty recruitment and spiri-
tual care to admissions and curriculum. 
Held May 23–28, the meetings were 
attended by 40 people—Church leaders; 
educators from the current medical schools 
at Babcock University in Nigeria, Mon-
temorelos University in Mexico, River 
Plate Adventist University in Argentina, 
Peruvian Union University, and Loma 
Linda University; as well as leaders from 
Adventist University of the Philippines, 
Amazonia Adventist College (FAAMA) 
in Brazil, Adventist University of Central 
Africa in Rwanda, and METAS Adventist 
College in India. 
“CAMEL participants enthusiastically 
agreed to reconvene in two years and signed 
an affiliation agreement for educational 
cooperation,” said Daniel Giang, MD, asso-
ciate dean for graduate medical education, 
LLU School of Medicine. He planned the 
conference with Martie Parsley, PhD, assis-
tant dean for residency curriculum, LLU 
School of Medicine.
The success of the conference, however, 
moves beyond the plane of signed docu-
ments to a nonmaterial realm of mutual 
higher purpose. Participants such as Doris 
Mendoza, MD, said they came together to 
learn how to integrate faith and learning in 
their curricula. Mendoza is founding dean-
elect of the soon-to-be College of Medicine 
at Adventist University of the Philippines.
She would like for that college to emulate 
what she found at Loma Linda University—
knowledge and spiritual orientation coming 
Adventist Medical Education 
Leaders Converge at LLUH
Forty individuals from Adventist institutions of higher learning around 
the world attended the CAMEL (Consortium of Adventist Medical Educa-
tion Leaders) Conference.
together, expressible in LLU’s motto “to 
make man whole.”
Across the Indian Ocean from Mendoza, 
the government of Rwanda has asked 
Adventist University of Central Africa to 
develop a school of medicine, according to 
conference participant Ndahayo Claver, 
PhD, vice president for academics at that 
institution.  
Claver said it is an honor and privilege 
for the university to receive such a request 
because of the government’s respect for the 
Adventist educational system. It is “chal-
lenging, exciting, a blessing,” he said. 
Claver emphasized a word Giang used in 
one of the conference’s opening sessions as 
especially meaningful to worldwide Adven-
tist medical education: collaboration. 
Speaker Peter Landless, MBBch, 
MMed—director in the health ministries 
department of the General Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists—put additional 
feeling behind the word collaboration. 
“Each one of you is close to our hearts,” 
he said to the audience at large, while 
noting that the answer to where additional 
Seventh-day Adventist physicians of com-
passion are needed is “everywhere.” 
Such physicians are to be made, he 
said, in the institutions represented by the 
conference attendees. “In yours,” he said, 
pointing around the room. “In yours, and 
soon to be yours.” 
The six-day conference included dozens 
of speakers and sessions on topics ranging 
from lifestyle medicine and faculty retention 
to international accreditation standards and 
the role of information technology.
CAMEL coincided with the 100th anni-
versary of Loma Linda University School of 
Medicine’s first graduation in 1914. 
The school “was founded to send mission 
doctors throughout the world,” says Giang. 
“As Loma Linda University School of Med-
icine enters its second century, an added 
mission may become helping establish sister 
medical schools.” 
The CAMEL conference was sponsored 
by the School of Medicine, Loma Linda 
University Global Health Institute, and the 
departments of education and health min-
istries, General Conference of Seventh-day 
Adventists. 
By Briana Pastorino
MBA Healthcare Management has listed Loma Linda University (LLU) School of Public Health 
in the top 25 master’s in public health degree 
programs that also have the highest accep-
tance rates in the United States. LLU School 
of Public Health ranks fourth on the list of 
highly rated U.S. universities. 
“We are pleased and honored to have our 
MPH and MBA programs at the School 
of Public Health recognized in the top 
LLU School of Public Health Ranked Among Top Public Health 
Master’s Degree Programs by MBA Healthcare Management
academic programs in the country,” said 
Helen Hopp Marshak, PhD, MCHES, 
associate dean of academic affairs at 
LLUSPH. “Our goal is to provide high 
quality education in public health and 
health care management to individuals who 
value a Christian perspective. Our gradu-
ates end up in careers in public health and 
health care, which span the globe, spreading 
the message of health, hope and healing to 
those in need. The faculty, staff and admin-
istration of our School are committed to 
continued excellence as we educate future 
health professionals.” 
In order to determine the rankings for 
the schools on the list, MBA Healthcare 
Management consulted U.S. News and 
World Report’s top 50 programs from the 
Continued on page 13
labs. Then Bing and I joined a handful of our 
Chinese colleagues for lunch. It was May Day 
in China as we sat beside a quiet lake enjoy-
ing the food, the camaraderie, and views of 
the pagoda-studded hills. The holiday spirit 
was palpable and refreshing.
Later that evening, Matthew and Clau-
dine Stephenson and I joined Shirley Lee 
for an impromptu gathering in her apart-
ment. The Stephensons, who now live in the 
Pacific Northwest, represented the LLU 
School of Dentistry at Sir Run Run Shaw 
Hospital for a few years. Lee, an associate 
professor at the school, is a grand hostess. 
After introducing us to members of the 
second graduating class of dental hygiene 
High-Altitude Reflections on a  
Most Improbable Dream …
Wil Alexander, PhD
Continued from page 11
Continued on page 14
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list of best graduate schools in the field of 
public health. Next, the graduate school 
acceptance rates were compiled from Peter-
son’s list. The schools were then ordered 
from the lowest acceptance rate to the 
highest. 
LLU School of Public Health has been 
educating students since 1948 and offers 
degrees in earth and biological sciences; 
environmental health and geoinformatics 
sciences; epidemiology, biostatistics and 
population medicine; global health; health 
policy and management; health promotion 
and education; and nutrition.
The School of Public Health is com-
mitted to provide an exceptional learning 
environment to its students—whether that 
be in a traditional classroom setting, at a sat-
ellite campus overseas, or via the Internet.
MBA Healthcare Management is an 
online guide that is dedicated to the occu-
pation and the education of health care 
management professionals. The site is 
composed of industry articles, professional 
resources, blogrolls (lists of other blogs), 
statistics and rankings for top degree pro-
grams, and timely career guidance.
“We embrace the idea of getting a high 
quality degree,” said editor Troy Mark. “At 
the same time, we realize the importance of 
a program’s accessibility to the interested 
student population.”
 A master’s degree is a necessary cre-
dential for a number of advanced careers 
in public health. According to the Occu-
pational Outlook Handbook published 
by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
post-graduates can qualify for advanced 
positions with greater authority, improved 
working conditions and higher rates of 
pay. The launch of the article about public 
health degree programs that also have 
high acceptance rates is provided by MBA 
Healthcare Management as a free resource 





LLU School of Public Health  
Ranked Among Top Public Health 
Master’s Degree Programs …
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By Briana Pastorino
Scott Nelson, MD, was recently honored by the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons with the 
2014 Humanitarian Award, recognizing 
his humanitarian work in the Dominican 
Republic and Haiti. 
At 43, Nelson is the youngest recipient 
of this award.
“I feel privileged to be an orthopedic 
surgeon—a profession that is focused on 
helping people in a unique way,” says Nelson. 
“There are three principles by which I was 
raised that have been invaluable in having 
the freedom to help others: work hard, live 
simply, and tolerate risk.”
He continues, “I owe an important part 
of the credit for this award to my wife who 
has lived out these principles with me and 
always encourages me and gives of herself in 
the interest of others.”
Nelson comes from a lineage of humani-
tarians and was particularly inspired by his 
grandfather, Olavi Rouhe, MD, who spent 
more than 20 years of his career as a surgeon 
in the Belgian Congo. 
“When I was 8 years old,” Nelson remem-
bers, “I saw my grandfather perform an 
operation in a rural African hospital which 
planted the first seeds for my career choice 
and aspirations for international service.” 
He followed in his grandfather’s footsteps 
and graduated from Loma Linda University 
School of Medicine in 1996 where he received 
specialized training to work in underserved 
countries around the world.
 In 2004, Nelson and his family sold 
their home and moved to the Dominican 
Orthopedist Receives 2014 
Humanitarian Award
Republic where they lived for the next 
five years. He worked full-time to provide 
charity orthopedic care for the underserved 
and provide administrative leadership as the 
medical director of the Cure International 
Children’s Hospital. He also worked exten-
sively in the neighboring country of Haiti.
 When earthquakes devastated Haiti in 
January 2010, Nelson immediately mobi-
lized his team to assist with relief efforts 
in Port au Prince. Within 48 hours of the 
disaster, he was on the ground performing 
his first operation, and he ended up staying 
there for the next six months. Because of 
his organizational skills and full-time pres-
ence, many volunteer orthopedic surgeons 
were able to effectively contribute orthopae-
dic care to those who sustained injuries in 
Haiti. These collaborative efforts have led to 
a quality orthopedic program that contin-
ues to operate and host volunteer surgeons 
at Hôpital Adventiste d’Haiti.
 Nelson and his family returned to the 
United States in July 2010. He is full-time 
faculty at LLU School of Medicine with an 
academic practice.
He continues to make trips to Haiti 
and the Dominican Republic on unpaid 
leaves of absence to provide charity ortho-
pedic care. He also recruits orthopedic 
residents, ancillary personnel and other 
surgeons to participate. 
“Not only are we privileged to have 
someone of Dr. Nelson’s quality on the 
staff,” attests Gary Botimer, MD, chair, 
orthopedic surgery at LLUMC, “but also 
someone who personifies our mission to 
serve others and carry the healing mission 
of Christ to the world.”
At the entrance to Hôpital Adventiste, Port au Prince, Haiti, orthopedist 
Scott Nelson evaluates a patient with a severe crush injury immediately 
following the Haiti earthquake in January 2010.
By Briana Pastorino
Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital (LLUCH) has opened a neuro NICU (neonatal intensive 
care unit) offering specialized neurological 
services to babies. 
LLUCH is the first hospital in the Inland 
Empire and only the fourth in California to 
offer such services.
“With the opening of the neuro NICU 
at Loma Linda University Children’s Hos-
pital, we are bound to advance the field of 
neonatal neurology,” says Andrea Pardo, 
MD, co-director of the neuro NICU. “This 
is just one more cutting-edge development 
in our already state-of-the-art NICU to 
improve the outcomes of babies.”
The neuro NICU is an extension of the 
existing 84-bed neonatal intensive care 
unit at LLUCH and provides specialized 
services to neurologically impaired babies 
or those at high risk for neurologic impair-
ment. Those treated in the neuro NICU 
require a focused approach in order to 
prevent brain injury or avoid further injury 
to the brain and to optimize the neurode-
velopmental status of the newborn baby at 
discharge from the hospital. 
This unique care requires a collaborative 
effort among neonatologists, pediatric neu-
rologists and neonatal nurses with special 
training in neuro monitoring and the 
Children’s Hospital Opens Neuro NICU, 
Offering Specialized Services to Babies
recognition that common neonatal medical 
problems and intensive care have an effect 
on the developing brain.
“In opening the neuro NICU, we are 
joining a growing movement in neonatol-
ogy that has begun to acknowledge the 
detrimental effects of prematurity on brain 
development,” points out Raylene Phillips, 
MD, co-director of the neuro NICU. “We 
have also included a strong focus on pro-
viding neuroprotective care, which seeks 
to create a more developmentally appropri-
ate NICU environment to support optimal 
development of the newborn’s immature 
brain. Carefully structured neuroprotec-
tive care in addition to diagnosis, treatment 
and monitoring of known brain injury is a 
unique feature of our neuro NICU.”
The opening of the neuro NICU has 
been two years in the making and was made 
possible in part by a $280,000 grant from 
the Riverside Community Health Founda-
tion. “They have been very generous to us 
over the years in a number of areas,” attests 
Andrew Hopper, MD, co-director of the 
neuro NICU, and one of the visionaries 
behind its development. 
Hopper admits there was little to no 
funding available. “We wrote a grant to the 
organization and they graciously decided 
they would fund us.”
Neuro NICU treatment can begin 
during transport to the hospital in a specially 
Two-day-old David Ismael Gomez Rodriguez is monitored in the neuro 
NICU at Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital.
designed isolette. A baby would then be 
transferred to a cooling bed for whole body 
cooling; then be connected to an aEEG 
(amplitude integrated electroencephalogra-
phy) monitor—which is used as a screening 
tool to identify whether seizure activity is 
present based on the frequency and ampli-
tude of the electrical impulses from the brain. 
This information is displayed on the Nicolet 
EEG machine that will show a compressed 
tracing, which allows the bedside nurse, 
neonatologist and neonatal neurologist to 
identify suspicious electrographic brain 
activity and proceed with further testing 
and appropriate treatment for the babies, 
improving neurological outcomes. 
By Briana Pastorino
Lauren Simon, MD, MPH, has been named May 2014 Family Physician of the Month and received the 2014 
Barbara Harris Award for Educational 
Excellence from the 8,700-member Califor-
nia Academy of Family Physicians (CAFP). 
Simon is an associate professor of 
Family Physician Receives 
Two Awards from CAFP
family medicine and assistant director of 
the family medicine residency program at 
Loma Linda University (LLU). 
“I feel privileged and proud to mentor 
future family physicians and teach medical 
students and residents the full scope of 
family medicine,” says Simon. “Whether in 
clinic or the hospital wards, on the athletic 
Continued on page 14
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Reportable Crimes
The Crime Awareness and Campus Security Act of 1990 requires Loma Linda 
University Health to publish interim reports on campus crime activities.  
Listed below are the crimes reported for the month of May 2014.
You can assist the Department of Security in maintaining a safe and secure envi-
ronment by notifying security immediately at extension 9-1-1 if you see or know 
about a crime taking place.
Type of Crime Number of Crimes Place of Crime
Burglary Motor Vehicle 2 Pediatric Neurology Center; 
  Off Campus
Burglary 1 Medical Center
Auto Theft 4 Lot X; Lindsay Hall;  
  Lot DP; Daniells
Embezzlement 1 “Mary M” Apartments  
   
Drug Possession 1 Behavioral Medicine Center 
Battery 2 Medical Center; Lot C
Assault 1 Medical Center
Trespass 1 Emergency Room
fields, at schools or community events, there 
are always ‘teachable moments’ that demon-
strate the breadth of knowledge and caring 
aspects of being a family physician.”
Simon joined the LLU School of Medi-
cine faculty in 1994, where she continues to 
teach and practice family medicine today. 
She also serves as a volunteer clinical faculty 
member for the University of California–
Riverside (UCR) School of Medicine. 
In addition to her work as a primary care 
educator, she serves on quality improve-
ment committees at LLU, chairs CAFP’s 
medical student and resident affairs com-
mittee, and for many years has volunteered 
as a team physician for University of Red-
lands, UCR, Redlands High School and 
the Redlands Bicycle Classic, where she 
also serves on the organizing committee.
“Dr. Simon is well deserving of both 
recognitions by the California Academy of 
Family Physicians for 2014,” says John K. 
Testerman, MD, PhD, associate professor 
and chair, LLU department of family medi-
cine. “We are proud to claim her both as a 
graduate of our residency program (1993) 
and as a faculty member since 1994.”
“The Physician of the Month Award 
recognizes leaders who advance the field of 
family medicine and serve as outstanding 
examples in the field,” explains CAFP presi-
dent Mark Dressner, MD. “From training 
the next generation of primary care physi-
cians to serving as a volunteer physician 
for local high school and university sports 
teams, Dr. Simon dedicates her work to 
serving the community.”
He adds, “At the same time, her efforts 
to grow and strengthen the family physician 
community through medical education, leg-
islative advocacy and leadership make her a 
true family medicine champion.” 
Dressner continues, “Dr. Simon is more 
than worthy of the Barbara Harris Award 
for Educational Excellence. She is an excel-
lent family medicine teacher, a wonderful 
asset to the clinical faculty at Loma Linda 
University, and a leader in CAFP’s educa-
tional efforts.
Simon received her BA degree in geology 
from Colgate University in Hamilton, NY 
and her MD degree from Hahnemann 
University School of Medicine in Philadel-
phia, PA. She completed a family medicine 
residency at LLU, a fellowship in primary 
care sports medicine at Kaiser Permanente 
Fontana and earned a master’s degree in 
public health at LLU. 
“I enjoy the diversity of family medi-
cine, caring for patients in all stages of life,” 
Simon attests. “I especially enjoy caring for 
numerous multigenerational families.”
Congruent with the motto of Loma 
Linda University Health, “to make man 
whole,” Simon serves the overriding 
purpose of the organization to provide 
whole-person care not just to her patients 
but to individuals, families and communi-
ties. She recognizes that the development 
of students and faculty members at LLUH 
involves more than the training of the mind, 
but promoting physical, intellectual, social 
and spiritual growth as well as transforming 
daily activities into personal ministries.
“In our specialty, we’re fortunate to 
have the opportunity both to educate our 
patients and learn from them,” Simon 
describes. “In my practice at Loma Linda 
University Family Medical Group, which 
uses the patient-centered medical home 
model of care delivery, my team and I get 
to learn about patients’ families, interests, 
hopes, dreams, challenges, careers and ways 
we can inspire them to achieve optimal 
health. The collaboration is energizing!”
Family Physician Receives Two 
Awards from CAFP …
Continued from page 13
know each other, it only seemed natural 
that we meet face to face,” she continues.
The sharing of ideas and experiences 
proved a great benefit to AWE members.
While most speakers were from LLUH, 
several other individuals in addition to 
Wachsman spoke to the group. 
Ethan Bird, MPH, wellness director 
for Adventist Health, centered in Ros-
eville, California, and Karla Thommen, 
MS, vice president of the business con-
sulting division of The Partners Group, 
During a tour of Loma Linda University Medical Center, Olivia Moses, 
DrPH, left, wellness program administrator for LLUH, talks about the Well-
ness Way that she and her team developed. Larger-than-life posters line 
the walls, showing LLUH administrators and employees living out whole-
ness. Leading the group is LLUH tour coordinator Mary Clement, standing 
in the forefront, fifth from right.
headquartered in Portland, spoke on 
“Engagement and Participation in your 
Wellness Program.”
Attorneys Sam Hoffman and Andrew 
Gregor, partners with Foley & Lardner 
LLP, talked about the “Legal Workings of 
a Wellness Program.”
The conference did indeed provide 
face-to-face time to build relationships. 
“I am humbled to have my fellow AWE 
members come to Loma Linda,” Moses 
relates, “and I was excited to share our 
story with them.”
Continued from page 7
Conference Brings Together  
Adventist Wellness Leaders …
Lauren Simon, MD, MPH
students in all of China, she fed us a selec-
tion of colorful local fruits. 
On Saturday morning, Shirley and Emily 
Yang Ai Juan, one of her students, hopped 
a taxi to Si-Cheng Church, the oldest 
Christian worship house in Hangzhou. 
When we arrived, John Brunt, senior pastor 
of the Grand Terrace Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church, was delivering a message on the 
gospel of grace. Afterward, we enjoyed a mini 
concert of Western hymns performed on 
Chinese instruments. The service concluded 
with an exuberant praise to Jesus sung in 
English and Mandarin by eight  children.
That afternoon, Tina Mao Qiuyan, 
(another of Shirley’s students), escorted 
the three of us around Xixi Wetland 
National Park. 
Xixi—pronounced “she she”—is one of 
the greenest places I’ve ever been. It is also 
one of the very most beautiful. Located in 
the western part of Hangzhou, the 1,800-
acre park has been a favorite destination of 
poets, artists, and others who appreciate 
the interconnected harmony of the natural 
world for nearly two thousand years. There 
are meditative viewpoints around every 
corner of this riparian jewel. 
We spent four hours exploring the 
place, and wished we could have stayed 
much longer. 
But that, I remind myself, was yesterday. 
Right now, the stewardess is coming by with 
drinks. I order tomato juice, and reflect 
once again on the situation that brought us 
to China in the first place. 
Somehow, I sense the footprints of 
God all over this remarkable international 
alliance.
“What are the odds?” I ask the stormy 
night sky.
High-Altitude Reflections on a  
Most Improbable Dream …
Continued from page 12
A staircase in Si-Cheng Church. Built in 1927, the structure is the oldest 
Christian house of worship in Hangzhou.




Therapist. Teacher. Coach. Chris-tian. That’s Sue Jackson, a program manager for outpatient services at 
Loma Linda University Behavioral Medi-
cine Center. 
She works in mental health primarily 
with adolescents and children, and loves 
every minute of it.
“Joining Loma Linda University Health 
[LLUH] is the best thing I’ve done with my 
career,” Jackson admits. “They enable you to 
grow, and they invest in you.” 
A therapist by trade, her whole life is 
centered on helping others. 
She chose the manager position because 
it also enables her to teach other therapists 
to use what she has learned over the years. 
She loves the aspect of helping others 
grow through her work as well as with her 
patients, fellow employees and family.
Jackson boasts of her workplace, saying 
the nurturing environment is one-of-a-kind, 
and the mission “to continue the teaching 
and healing ministry of Jesus Christ” fits 
perfectly with her line of work. 
“It’s in line with the wholeness we seek 
for our patients as therapists,” she explains, 
“and we can be openly Christian at work 
and share it with our co-workers.”
While Jackson is away from work, she 
continues to lead a Christ-like lifestyle. She 
does recovery coaching on weekends. She is 
very active in her church, reads scriptures 
and prays regularly. 
She values her family and is involved in 
the lives of her children and grandchildren. 
She is also an avid reader and writer. 
To the rest of her LLUH family, she 
provides this advice to Live It:  “Acknowl-
edge God and remain humble always. With 
faith, God brings you what you need, when 
you need it.”
How will you Live It?
By Heather Reifsnyder
Animals from Africa and Asia came to campus May 6 as part of the San Diego Zoo Safari Park Tour, 
bringing their trainers with them to talk 
about each creature and share the news 
of the May 24 opening of the park’s Tiger 
Trail habitat. 
A crowd of about 1,000 people came 
to the exhibit on Loma Linda University’s 
south campus mall to see:
San Diego Zoo Takes  
Local Residents on a Safari
•  a cheetah named Shiley
•  an Anatolian shepherd dog named Yeti 
•  a serval named Bella
•  a Eurasian Eagle owl named Julio, and
•  a Burmese python named Julius 
Squeezer. 
This is the second annual visit by the 
San Diego Zoo, which last year came to 
Loma Linda University Health in pro-
motion of the Conrad Prebys Australian 
Outback exhibit.
Clockwise, from top left: Shiley, the cheetah, takes a breather. Bella, the 
serval, enjoys some treats for good behavior. Spectators take photos of 
Shiley (seated) and best friend Yeti (lounging), an Anatolian shepherd.
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Larry Kidder, MA
24th Annual Proton Golf Tournament Remembers Ken Venturi 
and Introduces New Golf Pro and Tournament Host John Cook
Supporters of the James M. Slater, MD Proton Treatment and Research 
Center at Loma Linda University Medical Center celebrated the 24th annual 
Proton Charity Invitational on April 28, 2014 at beautiful The Club at Morn-
ingside in Rancho Mirage. The event, hosted for many years by late golf 
legend Ken Venturi, was led by new tournament chair and host John Cook, 
a good friend of Venturi, who previously served as the invitational’s tourna-
ment advisor. Cook is himself is a noted golfer, having won 11 PGA events, 
including the GTE Byron Nelson Classic, the Bob Hope Desert Classic 
(twice) and the Canadian Open. He was assisted by Jamie Mulligan, a very 
successful professional golf instructor, who served as this year’s tourna-
ment advisor. In the left photo above, Mr. Cook demonstrates driving tech-
niques to the participants in the golf tournament. In the right photo above, 
Cook, right, pauses a moment with, from left to right, Jamie Mulligan; David 
Bush, MD; Jerry Slater, MD; and James M. Slater, MD. By Herbert Atienza.
By Heather Reifsnyder
On May 24, under the trees atop the Nichol Hall hill—the very mound from which Loma Linda takes its 
name meaning “Beautiful Hill”—a crowd 
gathered in anticipation of the moment 
when a new sculpture called “This is the 
Very Place” would be unveiled.
The sculpture by Victor Issa recalls the 
moment Ellen White visited Loma Linda 
on June 12, 1905, and knew it to be the loca-
tion she had seen in a vision. 
White traveled with her son Willie and 
was met by John Burden, who had made the 
property purchase. Upon arriving on the 
Beautiful Hill, Ellen White said, “Willie, I 
have been here before.” 
He responded, “No, Mother. You have 
never been here.”
“Then this is the very place the Lord 
has shown me, for it is all familiar,” she 
answered. 
Sculpture Unveiled:  
‘This is the Very Place’
“This is the Very Place” recalls the 
moment Ellen White visited Loma 
Linda and recognized it as the loca-
tion she’d seen in a vision. Travel-
ing with her son Willie, she was met 
by John Burden, who purchased 
the property. In the photo above, 
standing with the unveiled sculp-
ture are, from left to right, sculptor 
Victor Issa, Charles White (descen-
dant of Ellen White), Harold Burden 
(descendant of John Burden), and 
Randy Roberts (in character as 
John Burden and also in left photo).
Members of the White and Burden fam-
ilies attended the sculpture unveiling.
Speakers at the ceremony were Richard 
Hart, MD, DrPH, president of Loma Linda 
University Health; Victor Issa, sculptor; B. 
Lyn Behrens, MBBS, president emerita; 
and John Burden (played by Randy Roberts, 
pastor of Loma Linda University Church).
  In character, Roberts said he feared that 
people would forget the remarkable story 
of Loma Linda University Health’s begin-
nings, concluding with a quote from White 
in “Life Sketches of Ellen G. White”:
“We have nothing to fear for the 
future, except as we shall forget the way 
the Lord has led us, and His teaching in 
our past history.”
Donor Reuben Matiko, MD, School 
of Medicine class of 1945, commissioned 
the sculpture a few years ago after feeling 
impressed that God’s leading in the found-
ing of Loma Linda University Health 
should be memorialized in illustration.
From left to right, Dr. Richard Hart, Charles White (descendant of Ellen 
White), and Harold Burden (descendant of John Burden) pull the cords to 
unveil the sculpture. 
